Bogus Collectors. enemy of the Assyrians

The following documents are from the files of the Archives of India
showing the names of Assyrians using a variety of aliases collecting funds
supposedly to help their people in the Middle East. These were individuals of
dubious character who took advantage of the situation to enrich themselves at
the expense of their fellow Assyrians.

The India Office in London sent circulars to the Government of India,
Home Department informing them of bogus Assyrian collectors whose names
were placed on a suspect list. The following names appeared on the suspect
list which included the following:

1.Melik Andros Verdas forged credentials to obtain money under false
pretences. He appears to have been in possession of a British and Persian
passport. His British passport was to be confiscated if found in his possession.!

2.Andre Vardas alias Malik Andrios alias Malik Andrew Warda used a French
(Syrian) passport. He was born in Van, Turkey in 1898 and claimed to be a
professor.?

3. Melek Ormuz born 1898.3

4. Mar Emanuel alias Mar Emanuel Mostirian alias Emanuel Awitars Son born
in Urmia, Persia in 1884.%

5. Youhanna Isaac alias Rev. David Neeson born in Matta de Marzaya,
Kurdistan in 1895. He carried a Persian passport which had several pages torn
out. Obviously, this would attract the attention of British Immigration officials
who would question this individual as to reason why there were missing pages
from his passport. He was interrogated by the police and served a short prison
term for breaching of the Aliens order. >

All the individuals cited above were to be refused a visa to the United
Kingdom. These bogus collectors used various aliases to enter countries
illegally to conduct their nefarious activities.

1 Government of India, Home Department, Political section, File 46/7/35
2 Government of India, Home Department, Political section, File 46/6/35. it should be noted that Syria was a
French mandated territory under the League of Nations 1923-46.

3ibid.,
4ibid.,
5 Government of India, Home Department, Political section, File 46/8/35
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4th July, 1985

MELEE ANDRIOS VERDAS.
The subject of Circular 8.C. 6088, dated 1.1.28,

hereby superseded.

He is a bogus collector for Assyrian funds and
came under notice in 1922.28. He was at that time
reported to be in possession of a British, and of a
Persian passport. In addition he bore credentials
obtained by theft, particularly letters addressed to
his uncle the Rev. Melek BeENmNIM (long since dead)
by the late Cardinal Rampolla. He may possibly be
identical with either or both the subjects of Circnlars
8.C. 8588 dated 80.7.84 and B. 1120 dated 29.2.8%,
issued to Ports only, or with the subject of B.(. S986
of even date.

Deseription (1928) : Tall; brown complexion ; black
eyes ; aged about 45.

He should not be granted a visa for the United
Kingdom and if he is found to have a Dritish
passport it should be impounded.

The entry in the Suspect Index should be amended
to shew date of birth, ~ ?'78."

F. STOVELL,
HM. ('hief Tuspeetor, Tmmigration Braneh

M.1.5.

Passpart Contral for General Cirenlation
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HOME OFFICE WARNING CIRCULARS.

5.) 38449/20,

With reference to the letter from this Office, No. J. & P. (¢
dated Hth October 1920, T am directed by the Secretary of State to forward,

for information, copies of eirculars regarding the persons whose names are

/I'jli-']j1|||",.|| In r||'-' -EI!'[-:_H'hF-gt “.:;:_

[ amn, Sir,

Your obedient St*'."'l.-‘uuL,

'{CI r:jb"'{ll..g-,n L.'.-

L

To the Secretary to the Government of India,

Home Department.
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FOR OFFICIAL 8.0, 5958/V.789/H.0.

USE ONLY

19t h June, 1986,

ANDRE VARDAS alias MAris ANDRIOS alias
MALIE ANDREW WAHDA.

A bogus collector for funds. Hoe was
rafused lenve to land at Harwich on 27.8.85, when hea
urrived with s French (Syrian) passport describing
him a8 a professor and as born at Van, Turkey, on
1.9.1888. This passport wna issued at Saloniks on
18.6.20 and stood vahid tall 5.10.85.

He has been gaid fo be a brother of Joun MALIK,
guliject of eirenlar B. 1120 szent to Ports only on
29.2.83 He maoy, however, be 1dentionl with the
aubject of circular 5.C. 8588, dated 850.7.84, whose
possible identity with either or both the subjects of
girculars 8.C. 6038, dated 11.1.29, and B. 1120 already
cited, hns nol yet been established or disproved.
Civenlar 8.0, 6083 is being revised.

He should not be granted a visa for the United
Kingdom.

The following entriecs should be made m the
Buspeet Index:—
AMDRIORB, MaLixg
?'88 — M. ?Fr. 7Priest +. RD. B.O.B988
VARDAR, ANDRE
"HH — M. ?Fr. ?Priest . RD. B8.0. 8508

WARDA, MALIK ANDREW
P88 — M. ?¥r. ?Prieat 1. RD. 8.0, 9988

F, STOVELL,
H.M. Chief Inspector, Immigration Branch.

M.L.5.
Pasaport Control for Geuern! Cireulution
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FOR (1FFICTAL B.C. (088B/V.788/ H.O.
OEK (INI.Y

P0Lh Jresie, 1985,

MELEE ORMUZ.

A pame given as that of a bogus collector for
Assyrinn fonds.

Desevibed ne born on 16.4.18858; height 5ft, 4in. or
5in.: eves brown; huir black,

He shounld not be granted a vise for the United
Kingdom.

The following entry shouold beé made in the Suspect
Indox :—

ORMUE, MrLEx
‘gg — M, nd. ?Priest nues, RBRD. §8.0. 6038n

F. STOVELL,
H.AM, l‘”l.rr'_,r' Thsnegtor, Imvngration Hrawch

M.1.5.
Passport Conteasl G General Cirenlation

Gopy No.
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FOR OFFIUIAL 8.C. 6088A/V.7898/H.O,

=K ANTY

S0k June, 1985

Mir EMANUEL alics MAR EMANUTEL MOSTIRIAN
altns EMANUEL AWITARRE SON.

These names have been given by a bogus collector
for Assyrian funds. Persian, boro at Urmia 15.4.1884
ar 15.10.1885,

He shionuld nol be granted a visa for the United
Kingdim.

The following entries shonld be made in the
Buspect Index:

EMANURL, MiR
f'af — W, Pr. "Prest npe. ED. B.0. 60334

MOSTIHIAN, MAR EMANURL
?'86 — M. Pr. TPriess wuec. ED. B.0. 6033x

BON, EMANURN AWITARS
o'%E — M. Pr. ?Priegt ue. RD. 8.0. 8033

F. STOVHELL,
H.M, Ohief fu.apgl:#ﬂr, fﬂuuipr'q'r..riﬁu Branch.

M. 1.6,

Paseport Contral for Geanernl Cirenlation

I'.';LP.” ."" .

]
L& |

>




- + 100%

File No. 46- 5‘/35‘
1935 .

(ollection No.

lesicls 7/
e Wl
;fi’ﬂ Ll




o

t

4

14 of 15

FURl OFFPICIAL
[JSKE ONLY.

8.C. 9048/N.1155/H.O.

28rd Augusé, 1986,

YOUHANNA ISAAC alics DAVID NEESON.

A Porsian, of Ottoman arigin, the date and ploce of
whose birth are given as 1895 at Matia de Marzaye
K istan,. Hig firs rul'urduﬂ vigitk o the U

om was in 1930, and he appears to havo made
al other vigits nnder alinses at present unknown.
Inst left ex Dover on $.1.85 and returned o
Croydon on 9.2.85 ns YOUHANNA ISAAC, aged 42,
the name of the Bev, Davip NEESON he
1 pums of money, ostensibly for
rafugi Un interrogation by the police he had in
hi ion a Persian paseport, from which several
safy dalatad.

He is now to be daported after serving a term of
imprisonment for a breach of the Aliens Order.

Deseription : Height (in shoes) 5ft. 9ins.; com-
plexzion sallow ; hair dark brown—bald on top: eves
brown ; nene on back of neck ; aene on right side of
back; scar on left side of temple; several scars on
left side of nose; sonr on back of loft slbow ; mole
on baek of left forenrm.

Hoe should not be granted a vian for the TUnited
Kingdom.

The following entries shonld be made im the
Suspect Index :

ISAAC, X

| Pr. ?Priest exo. RD. B.C. 5043
NEERON

Pr. 9Prlest exo. RD., B.C. M43

. BTOVINLL,
H._Ar [ ileref .’u.n;:rr.hu'_ Ipnrui._uf‘-'ifi'rng Mrinnch

AMLLA.

Passpurt Conteol for General Cirenlnlnen
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