
Bogus Collectors. enemy of the Assyrians 

 The following documents are from the files of the Archives of India 

showing the names of Assyrians using a variety of aliases collecting funds 

supposedly to help their people in the Middle East. These were individuals of 

dubious character who took advantage of the situation to enrich themselves at 

the expense of their fellow Assyrians.  

 The India Office in London sent circulars to the Government of India, 

Home Department informing them of bogus Assyrian collectors whose names 

were placed on a suspect list. The following names appeared on the suspect 

list which included the following: 

1.Melik Andros Verdas forged credentials to obtain money under false 

pretences. He appears to have been in possession of a British and Persian 

passport. His British passport was to be confiscated if found in his possession.1 

2.Andre Vardas alias Malik Andrios alias Malik Andrew Warda used a French 

(Syrian) passport. He was born in Van, Turkey in 1898 and claimed to be a 

professor.2 

3. Melek Ormuz born 1898.3 

4. Mar Emanuel alias Mar Emanuel Mostirian alias Emanuel Awitars Son born 

in Urmia, Persia in 1884.4 

5. Youhanna Isaac alias Rev. David Neeson born in Matta de Marzaya, 

Kurdistan in 1895. He carried a Persian passport which had several pages torn 

out. Obviously, this would attract the attention of British Immigration officials 

who would question this individual as to reason why there were missing pages 

from his passport. He was interrogated by the police and served a short prison 

term for breaching of the Aliens order. 5 

 All the individuals cited above were to be refused a visa to the United 

Kingdom. These bogus collectors used various aliases to enter countries 

illegally to conduct their nefarious activities.  

                                                           
1 Government of India, Home Department, Political section, File 46/7/35 
2 Government of India, Home Department, Political section, File 46/6/35. it should be noted that Syria was a 
French mandated territory under the League of Nations 1923-46. 
 
3 ibid., 
4 ibid., 
5 Government of India, Home Department, Political section, File 46/8/35 
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